
PINE AND RIPARIAN FORESTS
Forest areas are the perfect place to observe passerines, either in the 
Aleppo pine forests or in the few riparian forests such as La Mearrera. 

Birds such as the Eurasian Blue Tit and Crested Tit ,  the Eurasian 
Blackcap or the Coal Tit restlessly move along the branches of the 
trees while the Short-toed Treecreeper or the Eurasian Nuthatch 
move up and down the trunk. In the distance you are l ikely to hear the 
drumming of the Great Spotted Woodpecker .  Other species that you 
will quickly detect by their sounds are the Eurasian Jay ,  the Iberian 
Green Woodpecker or the Eurasian Golden Oriole ,  which fi l l  the tree 
canopy with their melodious songs during the warm months. 

Forest birds of prey such as the Eurasian Sparrowhawk or the 
Eurasian Goshawk move agilely among the thicket, as does the 
Eurasian Hobby in its search for small birds. In winter, be sure to keep 
an eye out for the Eurasian Cha� nch flocks in search of a Brambling ,  
and on summer nights, l isten out for the mechanical song of the 
Eurasian Scops Owl .  

The riparian forests are particularly interesting during migration 
periods, when species such as the European Pied Flycatcher ,  the 
Garden Warbler and the Common Redstart make an appearance.

Pine forest in the 
Sierra de Higueruela.

OAK GROVES AND LOW SCRUB
The fields are dotted with numerous holm oak and kermes oak groves, 
as well as some relict Portuguese oak groves, which, together with 
the expanses of Mediterranean scrub, are good places to spot the 
Western Subalpine Warbler ,  Sardinian Warbler and Western Orphean 
Warbler , as well as the Western Black-eared Wheatear and the 
Iberian Grey Shrike .  During the winter you will also find small flocks of 
both the Yellowhammer and the Redwing ,  which may be 
accompanied by some Fieldfares .  

The European Turtle Dove ,  Corn Bunting and Carrion Crow often 
perch in the tops of these plant formations, while looking up at the 
sky you may come across a Spanish Imperial Eagle or Red Kite ,  which 
occasionally use these groves as a roost throughout the winter. 

Sunset is a good time to spot nocturnal birds such as the Long-eared
Owl or the Red-necked Nightjar ,  the latter only during the spring and 
summer. It is during these summer months that you can also spot the 
Short-toed Snake Eagle ,  the Black Kite or the Booted Eagle ,  as well 
as the colourful European Roller or the Woodchat Shrike ,  with its 
characteristic thorny larders. 

Special mention must be made of the Dupont's Lark ,  which until a few 
years ago was a common species in some esparto grass fields in the 
region and which has become increasingly rare.  

Patches of holm oaks 
in Cañada Pajares.

From the mountain ranges 
to the riverside forests, 
passing through inland 
sandbanks and relict oak 
groves, this territory has two 
protected areas, as well as 
two categories of protection 
of the Natura 2000 Network, 
and is home to some of the 
best populations of steppe 
birds in the eastern 
peninsula. 

Known for its lakes and 
cereal-growing steppes, 
the Monte Ibérico-
Corredor de Almansa 
region boasts a wide 
variety of environments 
that are home to a rich 
biodiversity, of which 
almost 290 species of 
birds have been recorded 
there.

There are numerous low-lying cli� s throughout the region, such as the 
Mompichel hil l ,  which is home to the Eurasian Eagle-Owl .  In the higher 
mountain ranges (Mugrón and Oliva) you can look for rock-dwelling 
species such as the Alpine Swift ,  the Eurasian Crag Martin ,  the Black 
Redstart ,  the Blue Rock Thrush or the Red-billed Chough ,  as well as 
the Peregrine Falcon or the Golden Eagle which use some of the 
vertical rock faces to establish their nests. At nightfall, with luck, you 
will be able to hear the Tawny Owl ,  a very rare bird in the region. With 
dedication and perseverance, you may end up finding a Common 
Rock Thrush ,  a bird that used to breed in the region and is now often 
seen during migratory passages. 

Winter is a good time to find some of the rarest birds in our territory, 
such as the Yellowhammer ,  which regularly winters in the Higueruela 
mountain range, the Fieldfare or the Ring Ouzel .  On the rock faces 
less exposed to the sun, and with a lot of luck, you might find a 
Wallcreeper ,  of which there are some sightings in the Mugrón 
mountain range. And if you visit one of the castles such as the ones in 
Chinchil la or Almansa, you are l ikely to find an Alpine Accentor or 
Black Wheatear which are relatively trusting.

MOUNTAINS AND
ROCKY OUTCROPS

Sierra de Oliva.

ENDORHEIC LAGOONS 
AND SMALL WETLANDS
As our region lacks a well-defined hydrographic network, water ends 
up accumulating in an infinite number of lakes throughout the 
territory. Some of them receive contributions from the subsoil and 
manage to maintain water throughout the year, but the majority have 
a marked seasonal character. 

In them you will find a good representation of ducks such as the 
Common Shelduck ,  the Red-crested Pochard ,  the Northern Shoveler 
or the endangered White-headed Duck ,  which in recent decades has 
found refuge in our wetlands. During the winter, concentrations of 
ducks increase until they number in the hundreds in the larger lakes 
(Pétrola, Baños de San José or Salobrejo), among which it is not 
unusual to find some Greylag Geese ,  Eurasian Wigeon or Northern 
Pintail .  The small seasonal lakes are a stopping point for waders, 
among which the Jack Snipe stands out, while flying over the water 
you will be able to enjoy a good representation of B lack-headed 
Gulls ,  Yellow-legged Gulls and Lesser Black-backed Gulls ,  which 
reach a thousand individuals in their winter roosts. In summer it is the 
Mediterranean Gull which occupies its scarce breeding territories in 
the Pétrola Salt Lake together with two of the stars of our wetlands, 
the Kentish Plover and the Greater Flamingo .  In this large lake you 
can also find some passerines such as the Common Reed Bunting in 
winter or, with a bit of luck, the Aquatic Warbler ,  of which there have 
been several sightings of individuals on migration at the end of 
summer.

Greater Flamingos on the
island in Pétrola lake.

In the vast expanses of dryland crops you can find the majestic Great 
Bustard which, in our territory, has the best populations in the east of 
the peninsula. These landscapes so characteristic of our region are 
the habitat of species that are very rare in the rest of the European 
continent, such as the Mediterranean Short-toed Lark or the Pin-
tailed Sandgrouse .  You will probably detect both the latter and its 
congener, the Black-bellied Sandgrouse ,  by their characteristic 
onomatopoeic calls that have given them their popular Spanish 
names, ‘ganga’ and ‘churra’, respectively. 

Another of the emblematic species of our fields is the endangered 
Little Bustard ,  which during the winter season gathers in flocks of a 
few dozen individuals in irrigated areas or stubble fields. Throughout 
this myriad of cultivated fields, other species typical of these 
agricultural environments appear, such as the Lesser Kestrel ,  the 
Calandra Lark ,  the Red-legged Partridge or the Western Marsh 
Harrier ,  as well as the Montagu's Harrier in the spring and summer 
months. With the arrival of the cold, the latter wil l  leave our lands, 
giving way to the Hen Harrier ,  which will roam the farmlands during 
the winter months. Along with it wil l  arrive the elegant Common 
Cranes that choose the Pétrola, Higueruela and Corral-Rubio lake 
complex as their only wintering point in the entire southeast of the 
Iberian peninsula. 

During the month of May, pay attention to the Red-footed Falcon ,  
which tends to feed alongside Lesser Kestrels on their migratory 
passage, as well as the Eurasian Dotterel both in spring and at the 
end of summer. Finally, do not forget to look for the Cream-coloured 
Courser ,  which bred in the region a few years ago. 

CEREAL STEPPES 

Great Bustards on a 
growing cereal crop.
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16 Bonete Wastewater Treatment Plant.

15 Sierra de Oliva.

14 Saladar Salt Lake near Almansa.

13 Almansa Reservoir.

12 Sierra del Mugrón.

11 Montealegre del Castillo Steppes.

10 Saladar Salt Lake or Baños de San José.

9 Bonete Steppes.

8 Sierra de Higueruela Range.

7 Corral-Rubio Salt Lakes.

6 Salobralejo Salt Lake.

5 Pétrola Salt Lake

4 Villar de Chinchilla Green Filter.

3 Hoya Gonzalo Steppes.

2 Sierra de la Venta.

Chinchilla de Monte-Aragón Castle 
and surroundings.

1

POINTS OF INTEREST FOR
BIRDWATCHING IN THE REGION

Check the exact location of these places on
Google Maps by scanning the QR code.

PROTECTED NATURAL AREAS
IN THE REGION

Pétrola Salt Lake Nature Reserve.

Los Arenales de Caudete Microreserve.

Special Protection Area (SPA) Steppe 
Area of Eastern Albacete.

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Pétrola 
and Salobrejo Salt Lakes, and the 
Corral-Rubio Lake Complex.

I N F O R M AT I O N  R EGA R D I N G
SP ECI E S  O F  I N T E R E ST

Phenology in
the region :

WINTER

MIGRATION

RESIDENT

SUMMER

Points of interest
where each

species can be
observed:
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Municipalities

Bodies of water

Protected areas

Special Protect Areas

Observation points

5 6 7 10 11 16

GREATER FLAMINGO

MEDITERRANEAN
SHORT-TOED LARK

5 9 113 7

BLACK-BELLIED SANDGROUSE
PIN-TAILED SANDGROUSE

5 9 10 113 76

WHITE-HEADED
DUCK

5 6 7 10 14 16

YELLOWHAMMER

1 3 28 15

LESSER KESTREL

5 98
10 11
32 7

12 14 16

COMMON CRANE

5 6 7 10 14

ALPINE ACCENTOR

1 12 15

EURASIAN EAGLE-OWL

5 6 7
11

1 2 3
128 14 1513

GREAT
BUSTARD

5 9 10 113 7

EURASIAN
DOTTEREL

5 9 10 117

JACK SNIPE

5 6 7 104

MARBLED DUCK

5 6 7 10

LITTLE BUSTARD

5 9 10 113 7

SPANISH 
IMPERIAL EAGLE

5 76
11

2 3
129 10

RED-FOOTED FALCON

5 9 10 113 7 16


